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The Thameshead Benefice

St. Matthew, Coates: All Saints, Kemble: St. Michael and All Angels, Poole Keynes: St.
Kenelm, Sapperton with St. Luke, Frampton Mansell: St. Peter, Rodmarton with St.
Osmund, Tarlton: All Saints, Somerford Keynes with All Saints, Shorncote
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE

4 May
9.30
10.00

10.00
11.00
11.00
11.00

11 May
10.00

11.00
11.00

18 May
9.30
10.00
10.00
11.00
11.00
11.00

25 May
10.00
08.30

29 May
18.00

1 June
10.00

11.00

Third Sunday after Easter

Coates
Kemble

Poole Keynes
Frampton Mansell
Rodmarton
Somerford Keynes

Morning Prayer

Morning Prayer with Source Seekers
(streamed)

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer

Fourth Sunday after Easter

Kemble

Tarlton
Somerford Keynes

Benefice Holy Communion
(streamed)

Rogation procession
Morning Prayer and APCM

Fifth Sunday after Easter

Coates

Kemble

Poole Keynes
Frampton Mansell
Rodmarton
Somerford Keynes

Morning Prayer

Source service (streamed)
Morning Prayer

Morning Prayer

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Sixth Sunday after Easter

Rodmarton
Tarlton
Ascension Day
Rodmarton

Benefice Holy Communion
Holy Communion BCP

Holy Communion

Sixth Sunday after Easter

Sapperton

Rodmarton

Benefice Holy Communion with
Bishop Robert

Said Morning Prayer followed by The
Big Lunch



READER RAMBLINGS
Dear Friends

Well, I've been a Reader for a whole six months — and am still
suffering from a severe case of imposter syndrome. However, as the
right person to lead us going forward is still be discerned, I'm having
plenty of practice and loving the warm and gracious way in which you
have all welcomed me into this new role.

In our Diocese we still have Readers, though elsewhere we are
starting to be called Licensed Lay Ministers. | rather like the old title,
though | do understand that it can feel slightly obscure. I’'ve been
asked several times what | can now do that | couldn’t before. It's a
difficult question to answer because, like many, | was already doing a
lot of the things that used to be the province of Readers such as
leading services which | had done as a warden and as a lay worship
leader, and preaching a sermon which isn’t so very different from
giving a talk which | had done several times. The main difference is
not what | can do but who | am. This feels as though | am fulfilling my
vocation, much like many of you who find yourselves doing what you
believe you were born for, be that a particular career, or raising
children, or simply being you.

Let’'s have a look at the gospel according to Matthew:

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and

on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them

to obey everything that | have commanded you. And

remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”
[Matthew 28:18-20]

This passage, known as the Great Commission, tells us we are all to
be disciples. We each do that in our own way, but if you feel your way
may be to play a bigger part in church life, do have a conversation with
someone about that and explore what your calling might be.

For most of May we remain in the glorious season of Easter, which in
my view continues to involve a lot of chocolate, and we hold the joy of
Christ’s resurrection in our hearts. Forty days after the resurrection,
Jesus ascended into heaven, marked on Ascension Day, 29 May.
Between then and Pentecost, on 8 June, Christian churches across
the UK join in a wave of prayer known as Thy Kingdom Come (TKC).
In our Benefice the plan is to have a prayer walk in each of our six
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parishes and a service in each of our nine places of worship — see the
schedule elsewhere in the magazine. Most services will be a short
compline at 9pm, but at Sapperton we have a Benefice communion
service on 1 June at which Bishop Robert will preside. Do join in for
any part of TKC as you are able: it would be good to see a full church
for Bishop Robert.

With love and prayers
Karen

THE DIOCESAN LIFE PRAYER

God of hope and transformation,

who in our Lord Jesus Christ

the qift of life in all its fullness,

send your Holy Spirit and grant us

joy in our following and vision in our leadership.
May we be rich in imagination,

confident in faith,

and courageous in our engagement with
the people and places of this diocese.
As we share your life with the world,
keep us rooted and grounded in love

as we bear witness to your glory

and pray for your Kingdom to come.
Amen.

THAMESHEAD LADIES’ CONNECTIONS

# TLC - SAVE THE DATE
THURSDAY 19 JUNE 2025, 2 - 4.30pm
Come and join us for ‘An afternoon with Bishop Rachel.” Enjoy
tea and scones in a relaxing setting.
Kindly hosted by Margaret Bush
Bridge Farm, Poole Keynes, GL7 6EG
Look out for our poster in June’s edition with details to follow.
RSVP:
Julie Allen 07704 892029
Aileen Shaw 07807 199602
Julie Morton 07864 527206
Lucinda Turner 07881 825895




NEWS FROM COATES

"Delicious sweet & savoury home bakes, gluten-free too,
proper coffee, various teas & decaf at this friendly
event”

NEXT: Tuesday 20 May & 17 June

(always the 3rd Tuesday of the month)

10.30am to 12 noon Coates Village Hall
Takeaway bakes from 11.45am, they go fast!

£4 Two bakes of your choice + bottomless tea/coffee
£1.50 Bottomless tea/coffee
Well behaved dogs welcome

See our notices on the village hall notice board & Coates
parish website or contact us on 07794 678928

Water Softeners

| Makihg your water soft, -
shouldn’t be hard #

Soft water helps prevent the build up of limescale, so preserving
the longevity and productivity of your appliances.

When these function correctly the results not only extend to
your wallet but the hair and skin of you and your loved ones will
benefit too.

Lower Household Bills

Longer Lasting Appliances
Find out if you live in a hard water area or request
a free water testing kit by visiting our website: @ Healthier Hair and Skin

Tﬂm Improve Heating Efficiency

Camn? IND Water Softeners X
IND No Limescale

Priory Industrial Estate, London Road, Tetbury, Gloucestershire GL8 8HZ
Telephone: 01666 503632




COATES CINEMA CLUB

A new season of films for 2025 with screenings on 2 Thursday
of each month. Doors open at 7pm screening at 7.30pm.

Members are given a choice of films for the next two months to vote
for and the film with the most votes is screened at the following month

Annual membership is £40 Guest tickets £5
Thursday 8 May

SEABISCUIT cert 15

Seabiscuit is a 2003 American historical sports drama film, romantic,
moving, horse racing story co-produced, written and directed by Gary
Ross and based on the best-selling 1999 non-fiction book Seabiscuit:
An American Legend by Laura Hillenbrand. The film starring Jeff
Bridges and Tobey Maguire is loosely based on the life and racing
career of Seabiscuit, an undersized and

overlooked thoroughbred race horse, whose unexpected successes
made him a hugely popular media sensation in the United

States during the Great Depression

Charles S. Howard a millionaire car dealer in California becomes the
richest man in the Bay area.. Canadian John "Red" Pollard's family is
financially ruined, and he is sent to live with a horse trainer. Years
pass and Pollard becomes a jockey, but amateur boxing leaves him
blind in one eye.

After their young son is killed in a car accident, Howard's wife leaves
him. He obtains a divorce

in Mexico, where Pollard is

struggling to make his

mark as a jockey. They

meet and acquire /\
Seabiscuit this is their

story... COATES

More information please
contact Simon Large at

simon.large@sky.com
07714 220 558 CineEmMiAa
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The Vilage Club
— COATES —

Everyone is welcome!

Open 8pm to 11pm, Friday & Saturday evenings
First Friday of the month

Monthly QUIZ night

Free to enter - no need to book!
Bar opens at 6.30pm with the quiz from 7pm

® Welcome to Coates Asado BBQ
Saturday 31 May - 5pm onwards

We welcome new members of the Village to the community.
Come along and join the village for a family friendly Asado

BBQ.

Y’ Charity Cocktails

Saturday 14 June - 6pm onwards
All profits from the evening will be donated to charity.

Bar Volunteers Wanted!

Your Club needs you! Volunteering a few hours a month is a
great way to meet other people in Coates whilst enjoying a
social evening. All training provided. No experience required.

For info: Email Paul Atkinson at paulophotonut@gmail.com




NEWS FROM SAPPERTON AND
FRAMPTON MANSELL

COME WHAT MAY!

Well Spring arrived with a force and was very unexpectedly welcome,
though many of us have been concerned it may have been too much
too soon and what can we expect for the Summer? We live it seems in
a world of uncertainty, never really knowing what’s around the corner,
or do we? Our expectations often do not match the realities of life
perhaps, but maybe we also get what we deserve, for better for worse.

Come what May is an ancient saying offering promise, no matter what,
in any circumstance there is certainty of some kind to be found. The
phrase is used twice in 2 Samuel 18 v 22 & 23 where news is to be
taken by a runner to King David concerning the death of his son
Absalom. The runner declares “Come what may, | want to run.” He is
adamant the whole news must be reported to David, the good and the
not so good, we cannot have one without the other it seems.

In our beautiful world there is a natural rhythm; we know Spring
follows Winter and ushers in new life. Even if we fail to take notice or
take things for granted, Summer gently takes over and we expect or
hope to have our holiday, yet we are always saddened that before we
know it, Autumn has kicked in and we dread the Winter even before it
arrives. If only we could enjoy the moments fully as and when they
come rather than worry about things we have no control over.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus offers us some sound advice, do
not worry.; look at the birds of the air, they do not sow or reap or store
away in barns, yet they are looked after. Its as if we are being told, no
matter what, no matter the circumstances we will be cared for.

May itself has always been a time to celebrate that promise with
Springtime festivals including Bank Holidays where traditions like
Maypole Dancing welcome the promised new life, along with the
flowering of the hawthorn bush and its legend in Glastonbury, and the
Mayflower the name chosen for the ship that sailed from Plymouth in
search of a new life by the Pilgrim Fathers. The end of the month
brings us Ascension Day followed by Whitsun and the birth of the
Christian Church at Pentecost. The cycle continues, come what may;
the rhythm of nature and faith entwined through the teaching and love
of Jesus for all people. May we live life in gratitude, cherish what we
have, give generously and make it known that life is a precious gift for
all not just for some, treasure it, protect it, live it, celebrate it or we
may lose it all too soon. But we will be taken care of, that is the
promise, come what may.




Craft Group ® Frampton Mansell Village Hall

O 2nd Wednesday of the montho\i;s,

N
Whatever your craft: knitting ~crochet~ @ 10:00AM- 12:00PM G §
tapestry ~sewing ~ felting ~ embroidery ‘,’J}\@Ij(
Whatever your skill level: beginners to professional crafters - all welcome! @c&% «

V. - \_,'/ ~ 7]

Please come along with your crafting project and join us!
Share ideas and knowledge, and have a chat and a laugh over a
cuppa with home-made cakes and biscuits...and hopefully

make some new friends and progress on your project too! " Jrn L7 1 2 s
o o N LN

: : N> = ]
for info contact: thowes51@gmail.com Q=i 0,

.Qm Hal

ér‘ampfon Mansell Vfllage 9=hoihr' /% //,=H

A fun community choir for all those who just love fo sing!

7pm - 8:30pm MONDAYS
at The Village Hall

£5 per week or £20 per month Adult Beginner Piano Lessons

The fir's‘r session It really is NEVER too late...
. ' FREE! Whatever your age,
Noprevicustexpetiencemecessary) if you have ever wanted to learn to
Open to ALL ages and voices play piano, give it a try

the first lesson

Be Part of it.. get in touch with Lucy! is FREE!

W:www.camerondavies.me E:lucy@camerondavies.me M:07866 447725

\ SERVICE AND COFFEE

We hold a said communion service, followed
by coffee on the first Tuesday of the month.
The next one will be on Tuesday 6 May at
Woodstock in Frampton Mansell. The service
will start at 11am with coffee and a natter S
at 11.30am. We would love to see you for (Q N
either or both. Want to know more? R GJ

Need a lift? Phone Pepita or Paul on
760211
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Sapperton
Church of England
Primary School

We are so proud to tell you all about our special World Book Day
at Sapperton. We enjoyed the day dressing up and celebrating
reading with fun activities. For the week surrounding the special
day, we held a Sponsored Readathon where we raised money for
new books in the school. We are so unbelievably lucky to have
families and friends who supported us so generously and we
raised a whopping £1,100! Each class will be given part of this
money and the children will choose the books they buy to spruce
up our libraries. We are also going to spend some of the money
on subscriptions to some cool magazines, as well as adding
interesting books to our non-fiction collections.

Thank you so much to all who raised money and helped.
www.sappertonschool.org 01285 760325

Jo nurture faz't/z‘ to z'n.yrz're SuUccess
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NEWS FROM RODMARTON, TARLTON,
CULKERTON AND HAZLETON

Hello again from Rodmarton School! It has been an SON o,
exciting time at school with lots of things going on! N N\\\\ %
Recent highlights have included: A\
Children from Oak Class attended this year’s mock trial $ %f

. . ; . . CHO
and took on many roles, including magistrates, solicitors,

witnesses, and court artist. Rodmarton acted for the defence and
were successful in winning their case! A special mention to Henry
who won ‘Court Reporter of the Year’ for his excellent efforts.

Our school winners, Eliza, Evie and Nina bravely and magnificently
represented the school in the regional heat of the Look Who's Talking
oracy competition, educating us with fun facts about foxes, cats and
cacti.

Acorn Class went on a trip to the Cotswold Farm Park for a fantastic
mix of fun and learning. The children loved exploring the farm and
learning about the animals and farming machinery. While Oak and
Sapling classes headed to the Ashmolean museum, where the
children learnt more about the Stone, Bronze and Iron ages.

The children celebrated World Book Day with dressing up and a book
swap. The day was made even more special with a surprise visit
from Tweedy the clown, who entertained the children and read to
them! Author B. Ware also visited the school and hosted some
fantastic creative writing workshops.

In sporting news, children from the school have enjoyed taking part in
several combined school events, including the Mini Olympics, Tag
Rugby (Rodmarton came 3rd!) and Swimming Gala (3rd place).

The Friends of Rodmarton PTA group continue to organise fund
raising and social activities on behalf of the school. We recently
enjoyed the Quiz and Pizza night, raising £600 for improvements to
the playground. Thank you to our amazing local hosts the Tingles,
and to everyone who supported us.

The school united to plant an oak sapling in honour of our new school
logo, with kind permission of the Biddulph family. The sapling was
generously gifted from a previous school governor, and Sapling class
shared a beautiful poem during the ceremonial planting.

A final highlight has been building links with the Heritage Community
School in North Uganda. Our uniforms with the old logo have been
sent to the school and we are exploring ways to build relationships
between us. The children are excited to share learning and
experiences, with letter writing and video calls.
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RODMARTON, TARLTON, CULKERTON AND HAZLETON
SERVICES

These are listed at the front of the Watershed, but please note
especially:

Tarlton Rogation Procession Sunday 11 May at 11am at St
Osmund’s Tarlton. Please join us as we process around the village,
asking for blessings on the crops and animal creation, before returning
to the church for refreshments.

Ascension Day Thursday 29 May at 6pm for Holy Communion at St
Peter's Rodmarton led by Rev Rosemary Frankin.

NEWS AND EVENTS

May Ball with the George Buchanan Scottish Dance Band Friday
9 May. If you enjoy Scottish Reels and are fairly proficient, this is not
to be missed! Please contact Jane for more information: 770401
janemarlowe1@gmail.com

Big Summer Lunch and Fun Dog Show Sunday 1 June.
Rodmarton Village Hall 12noon to 4pm Please join us for a delicious
Summer Lunch, with festivities, food and friends. Folk Music with the
Avening Brass Band, Pimm’s and Wine Bar, Big Pudding and Cake
Auction, Floral Table Decoration Competition, Fun Dog Agility Course,
Tug of War and traditional Children’s Games. For enquiries and
tickets: 07974 422272 or 07896 311924.

ST OSMUND’S TARLTON URGENTY NEEDS YOUR HELP!

St Osmund’s is open daily from 10am — 4pm and it is there for all as a
welcome haven of peace to use for prayer or to visit and enjoy its calm
atmosphere and the beautiful stained-glass windows by Tom Denny. It
is much loved by visitors and villagers alike. It also holds a monthly
Holy Communion service and other special services throughout the
year including Christingle, Christmas Eve Candlelit Carol Service, the
Feast of the Kings (Epiphany), Easter Eve Lighting the Easter Candle,
the Rogation service and procession in May and Harvest Festival.

A few fresh flowers make all the difference to its feeling cherished and
welcoming, not just for services, but also for visitors at any time. If
you wish to help keep our beautiful chapel-of-ease decorated with
fresh flowers, and can offer occasional help, or join our flower rota, it
would be greatly appreciated. Please call Jane on 01285 770401.
Thank you.

Food Bank collection points

There are collection boxes in both St Osmund’s Tarlton and St Peter’s
Rodmarton.
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ST OSMUND’S, TARLTON: (FROM A BRIEF HISTORY 2005)

This is an enchanted place, full of quiet, and calm, and the 'valid
prayers' of centuries. This little chapel has something which you may
well not find in cathedrals. Drink it in and go away refreshed.

T S Eliot's words about the chapel at Little Gidding seem to speak
also about our chapel here at Tarlton.
[Four Quartets - Little Gidding 1942]
If you came this way,
Taking any route, starting from anywhere,
At any time or at any season,
It would always be the same: you would have to put off
Sense and notion. You are not here to verify,
Instruct yourself, or inform curiosity
Or carry report. You are here to kneel
Where prayer has been valid. And prayer is more
Than an order of words, the conscious occupation
Of the praying mind, or the sound of the voice praying.
And what the dead had no speech for, when living,
They can tell you, being dead: the communication
Of the dead is tongued with fire beyond the language of
the living.
Here, the intersection of the timeless moment
Is England and nowhere. Never and always.

KEMBLE & DISTRICT RBLWS
Both Standards of the RBL and Women’s Section have l
been invited to parade at the Cotswold District Offices

on Wednesday afternoon on 7 May to mark the 80th
anniversary of the Victory in Europe day 8 May. As the guest of
honour Alan McQuillan (Mac), a Normandy Veteran aged nearly 102
ears who lives in Kemble, will join in with the event which will be
followed by a celebratory tea.

Tessa Dunlop interviewed Mac some time ago and has now produced
a book entitled Lest we Forget - War and Peace on 100 British
Monuments which includes Kemble war memorial. Mac has received
his hard copy already. Books can be pre ordered now with a
paperback coming out later.

Pat Ayres Chair W/S Pat Ayres chair/sec

ROYAL BRITISH LECION
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Sappeidon Py Sthoof Presedy

THE RETURN OF THE

GOTSWOLD

HIGHLAND GAMES & DOG SHOW
SATURDRY 7TH JUNE 2025

AT EDGEWORTH POLO CLUB

FROM1 - 4PM

¢ HIGHLAND GAMES

« DOG SHOW

e FOOTBALL PENALTY SHOOTOUT
e OBSTACLE COURSE

e BOUNCY CASTLE

o STANDS, STALLS & ENTERTAINMENT
« FUN DOG AGILITY

« POLO GAMES

« HOBBY HORSE

« BAR & BBQ

o SILENT AUCTION & RAFFLE

MGDRE ALLEN
& INNOCENT

Murphy's @
Doggy\JDeli

THE FRIENDS OF
SAPPERTON SCHOOL
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Rodmarton

R\Q
~© ";,, & |

:' A new play group for little ones.
) Babies, toddlers and pre-
schoolers are all welcome!

Free play, stories and songs

£2.00 for a parent j Tuesdays 9-10am

a“‘? C!‘"d Term time only
£1.00 for siblings

includes a drink Rodmarton Village Hall
and snack GL7 6PE

A chance to chat and drink a
hot cup of something?

contact : thefriendsofrodmarton@gmail.com

| | °

\
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The Armed Man: .
alMass for Peace
W lolm Rutter

Magnificat

Tewkesbury Choral Somety @‘i |

hegency Sinfonia and'Hannah Davey (Sopra

‘Dlrected by John Holloway,

3’ ewkesbury Abbey

® " Tickets £20 (carers & children free; students £10) ¢
 from members of the Society

» from The Abbey Shop (01684 8561438)

» from Alison's Bookshop (01684 274600)

* on-line: www.ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s

» at the door on the evening of the performance

Registered Charity 260811




OATES NOTES FROM CULKERTON

GARDENING TIPS FOR MAY

May, a favourite month, full of promise, light, warmth and colours,
changing rapidly by the week. Flowers come into bloom in ever
changing waves, the leaf canopies fill out providing essential part
shade for summer months.

As the soil warms up be prepared to plant out tender summer crops
like courgettes, summer squashes, sweetcorn and French beans but
be aware that our last frost date is 12th May. A tip here is to plant
tender crops and ornamental flowers after this date, but to check a
long-range weather forecast as well.

Japanese quince has been an absolute star performer this year, the
reliable ‘Crimson and Gold’ has continuously bloomed from Christmas
to late April. Joining the party from early April are more varieties.
These small shrubs can be grown as specimen plants, as hedges, or
trained against a wall. They come in single or double flower types,
pink, salmon, orange, and white colours.

The hungry gap crops are finishing, being replaced by autumn and
early spring sown vegetables. Kales and flower sprouts have been
particularly good this last winter, the broad beans are now coming into
harvest.

Seeds to sow, inside with frost or cold night protection, tender and half
hardy. Vegetables to plant out in three to four weeks courgettes,
summer squashes, sweetcorn and French beans, make sure to
harden these off first, with several days outside on a garden table
away from slugs. Sow half-hardy flowers like cosmos, statice,
marigolds, sunflowers and zinnias, follow the above tips for planting
out.

Some seeds can be sown directly into well prepared seed beds, make
sure the soil is raked to fine particles, and water the drill first then add
seeds. Start next years brassicas now, kales, sprouts, winter
cauliflower, and winter cabbages. Flowers for seed beds are Sweet
Williams and wallflowers. Grow these on to plant out in cropping beds
when the plants are a good size about 15cm. Keep making
successional sowings of lettuce, radish, beetroot, carrot and peas.

Perennial vegetables to restock - this last two wet winters have
destroyed many of my forever vegetables, particularly the Egyptian
and Welsh onions. Surprisingly chives have come through vigorously.
Views from my windows are important; last winter was wet, cold and
grey. | have a few early blooming white hellebores planted outside my
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OATES NOTES FROM CULKERTON (cont)

study window, these shone through the greyness. The resolve was to
plant more white or light tones for a north border viewed in winter &
early spring, including silver foliage evergreens. White flowers for
summer evenings have always been a favourite choice especially if
they are fragrant too, Nicotiana, or Tobacco Flowers, tall or short.

New hybrid Wallflowers, stocky good doers that flower for months, in
shades of red, purple, yellow and caramel. Use as special specimen

plants in sunny places, these mix well with multi pack bedding plants,
double deep red daisies, violas and shrubby salvias.

Climate temperatures are rising; water plants thoughtfully, a good
soak when needed is better than a daily sprinkle. Feeding plants
regularly and adding mulches to keep moisture in the ground, which
also suppressing weeds. Keep weeding, to reduce weeds seeding!

Sally Oates

EARLY SPRING 2025: A EULOGY

Someone switched the tap off at the end of February, and went on a
lengthy lunchbreak, giving us a wonderfully dry March and a definitive
first half of April. Then the Easter holidays belatedly arrived... We
can perhaps liken our weather systems to the machinations of a giant
Victorian plumbing system, with rumbling lead pipes and men in boiler
suits lumbering around with giant spanners and having lengthy tea
breaks. Whatever, our farmers and growers were desperate for some
rain, particularly for spring-sown crops. But be careful what we ask
for: we have been here before, many a time and oft, with long spring
droughts suddenly deteriorating into wet summers.

April gave us a best-ever blossom display. Blackthorn boughs
drooped heavy with blossom that miraged snow, and which persisted
long in the absence of wind, rain or frost (though nights were cool).
This could lead to a massive sloe crop, assuming the pollinators have
been at work, and the Easter weather permitted a good ‘set’; but apart
from a scatter of honeybees, bumblebees and drone flies, few insects
seemed to be working it — they were spoiled for choice and seemed to
be favouring the golden male sallow blossom and wild cherry instead.
This has been a fantastic spring for blossom generally; in gardens,
notably for magnolias and Japonicas.

The only debit, incipient drought apart, was that a gentle northerly
airstream held back the arrival of our Swallows and House Martins,
though the Chiffchaffs arrived in numbers on March 20th, bang on
time, followed by a steady flow of Blackcaps. The Swallows and
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OATES NOTES FROM CULKERTON (cont)

martins arrived with the weather change, and a hatch of flies. One
personal highlight was watching a pair of eccentric Jackdaws
gathering nesting material. ltems included an empty bag of Cheesy
Wotsits which had been loitering with intent along the roadside.

It will be interesting to see how our insects fair after their annus
horribilis of 2024. Already, Brimstone and Peacock butterflies
appeared in impressive numbers during the fine early spring weather,
and our beeflies (they with the sticky-out proboscises) abounded, after
two years of severe paucity. Fingers crossed.

In early April, day after day glowed under sapphire skies, cloudless —
yes, cloudless: we went seven whole days (and seven moon-swept
nights) without a single cloud. Imagine that! It is truly wondrous the
way that Nature’s beauty restores us after the vagaries of winter.
Some day we may even realise that we are hard-wired to it, and that it
is the real world.

Matthew Oates

KEMBLE AND EWEN WOMEN'’S INSTITUTE
All welcome to the meeting on Thursday 15 May when
Sara Gray the speaker will tell us all about The Hlstory

of Pantomimes. Visitors very welcome to come along

for the 3pm start. The treasurer will collect £5 which INSPIRING WOMEN
includes tea and cake.

Pat Ayres - Secretary 01285 770385

GET YOUR WATERSHED BY EMAIL

If you would like to receive a copy of the parish magazine by email |
am very happy to add you to my list of those who do. This may not
replace your delivered copy but you would get it earlier and with some
colour! Just let me know by email at watershedmag@gmail.com

CLOSING DATE FOR THE MAGAZINE

Contributions should be sent by e-mail to the Watershed magazine at
watershedmag@gmail.com. Articles should be in Arial font at 11 point
with formatting kept as simple as possible. The editor reserves the
right to edit any articles. Articles should be submitted by the 12th
of the preceding month for inclusion in the next month’s issue.
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arborists

caring for your trees

Tree Surgery & Arboricultural Consultancy

o Tree work to BS3998 standard e Fruit tree care and advice
* Stump removal

*Hedge trimming and reducing
® Tree surveys and management

e Large tree dismantlin g . . .
g g ® Friendly and professional service with
15 years combined experience

NPTC QUALIFIED AND FULLY INSURED
For FREE competitive quotations call ALASDAIR JEFFREY

01285 750874 or 07793 763535

www.ajarborists.co.uk

* Planting

With you
every step
wof the wa

of Attorney
Clinical Negligence

Personal Injury

Dispute Resolution
Employment Law

Commercial Property

Residential Propert: Family & Divorce ; i
p y y & / incorporating
Wills & Probate Inheritance Tax \"_1_/
. Planning o DAVEY
Lasting Powers r e l te LAW
(]

solicitors

10-12 Dollar Street, Cirencester GL7 2AL
01285 654875 « enquiries@redkitelaw.co.uk

Find out more at www.redkitesolicitors.co.uk/cirencester




ADVERTISING IN THE WATERSHED

If you wish to advertise in our parish magazine please e-mail
Watershed magazine at watershedmag@gamail.com. Advert a third of
a page cost £15 for a single issue or £60 for 6 months. Adverts half a
page cost £23 for a single issue or £90 for 6 months. The magazine is
published 10 times every year; July/August and December/January
are joint editions. Avoid using PDF files as they do not reproduce well;
Word documents and picture files are best. Please keep formatting
simple to allow me to modify if necessary.

Copy for next month’s magazine to be with me by the 12th of the
preceding month.

Adept Tree Maintenance is a local. small 2-

person tree surgery team who can cater to
your tree related needs!

Adept Tree Our team uses professional equipment to

make sure the job is safe and completed to

Maintenance ;i standard.

What Services Do We Offer?

Tree Reductions - Hedge Reductions
Tree Removals - Stump Grinding
Hedge Cutting - Log Spitting

There is no job too big or too small for our team!

Environment Agency Licenced waste carrier
Fully Insured and Qualified

Call Will Hardie on 07377 644 447 for your free quotel

| CALL THE MAN WHO CAN |
%0 AQ,
Q ) NO JOB TOO SMALL
V\é OOQ & C %4/
R & R.O.W. BERRY % G
R HOUSE, PROPERTY & Yo
Q GARDEN MAINTENANCE
TEL (01285) 658398
2, MOBILE 07971 548962 o
“ o
<&
LEAKS  PATIOS FENCING L
DECKING ©
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Watershed Editor Bob Merrill 07866 972389
Watershed Treasurer Janet Loines 841578
COATES
Coates Parish Council Chair  Robbie Whitfield 07872 027100
Coates Parish Council Clerk  Alan Moorcroft 641375
Coates Village Club secretary Tara Davidson 07948 966957
Coates Coffee, Cake & Chat PJ 770596
Coates Tree Warden Simon Large 07714 220558
Coates Village Hall Bookings 07818 192587
Coates Neighbourhood Watch John Dobson 07808 095553
Coates Snow Warden Peter Tugwell 770314/07860 718209
FRAMPTON MANSELL
Frampton Mansell Village Hall Bookings 07710 878987
RODMARTON
Rodmarton & Tarlton PC Chair Mark Grimes 770289
Rodmarton & Tarlton PC Clerk Susan Hare ex-dir
Rodmarton School Matthew Smith 841284
Rodmarton Village Hall Jasper Biddulph 770230
SAPPERTON
Parish Council Chair Sarah Osborn Smith 07836 512538
Sapperton and FM PC Clerk  Barbara (Babs) Maloney 760276
Sapperton Snow Warden Mark Franklin 760226
Sapperton Village Hall Bookings 07771 006848
Sapperton School Head Gary Price 760325
OTHERS
Watershed RDA Kathy Mottershead 07979 853907
Cirencester Eating Disorder Support Group Pat Ayres 770385
COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Ermin Ward Julia Judd 07853 383874
julia.judd@cotswold.gov.uk
Kemble Ward Mike McKeown 07785 362573

mike.mckeown@cotswold.gov.uk
Gloucestershire County Councillor Stephen Hirst 01666 504213
Member of Parliament Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 01452 371630
Cirencester Hospital 0300 421 6200
Tetbury Hospital 01666 502336
Police non emergency (24hrs) 101
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MAY
Saturday 3

Tuesday 6
Thursday 8
Friday 9
Tuesday 13

Wednesday 14
Thursday 15
Saturday 17

Tuesday 20
Saturday 31
JUNE
Sunday 1

Saturday 7

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

7.30pm

11am
7pm

7pm

10am
3pm
7.30pm

12pm
5pm

12noon

1pm

Cirencester Choral Society Concert in
Cirencester Parish Church - Rutter &
Elgar

Frampton Mansell Service & Coffee
Coates Cinema Night
Rodmarton and Tarlton May Ball

Sapperton & Frampton Mansell Parish
Council Meeting in Sapperton Village
Hall

Craft Group Frampton Mansell
Kemble & Ewen WI meeting

Tewkesbury Choral Society Concert in
The Abbey - Rutter & Jenkins

Coffee, Cake & Chat Coates Village Hall
Asado BBQ at Coates Village Hall

Rodmarton Summer Lunch & Fun Dog
Show

Cotswold Highland Games & Dog Show
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